CAMBRIDGE

Corporation of the City of Cambridge
Planning - Statutory Public Meeting Committee

Addendum
Date: Tuesday, November 25, 2025, 5:30 p.m.
Location: Council Chambers

To increase delegate accessibility, this meeting will be held as a hybrid meeting.

Planning - Statutory Public Meetings are live-streamed at @CityOfCambridgeOn/streams. Should
any virtual public members encounter issues or interruptions with the live stream, the meeting will
proceed as planned, and public members may join the meeting in person by visiting Council
Chambers at 46 Dickson Street, 3rd Floor, Cambridge, ON, N1R 1T7.

Members of the public who wish to delegate may register by visiting
https://forms.cambridge.ca/Delegation-Request-Form.

Delegates may choose to delegate in person or by telephone. Alternative formats and
communication supports are available upon request.

Members of the public wishing to speak at the Planning — Statutory Public Meeting Committee may
complete an online Delegation Request Form by noon on the day of the Statutory Public Meeting.
Alternatively, members of the public wishing to speak to a Public Meeting item who do not register
will be given the opportunity to speak during the public callout.

If you wish to delegate virtually please email clerks@cambridge.ca or text 226-218-1184 and a
member of the Clerks' team will facilitate your request. Please note this number is only monitored
during Statutory Public Meetings and not regular Council Meetings.

All written delegation submissions will form part of the public record.
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Michael Oliveri

To:
Subject: RE: Downtown Galt as a Heritage Conservation District

From: Citizens for Cambridge

Sent: Monday, November 24, 2025 7:23 AM

To: Council <Council@cambridge.ca>

Subject: Downtown Galt as a Heritage Conservation District

This Message Is From an External Sender
This message came from outside your organization.

Dear Mayor Liggett and Members of Council,

We are writing to express strong concern regarding the proposal to designate most of downtown Galt as
a Heritage Conservation District (HCD).

We fully support preserving Cambridge’s heritage, but the proposed boundary is far too broad and risks
undermining the future of the downtown core.

HCDs are powerful planning tools that must be applied selectively. When used across a large and
evolving urban area, they can unintentionally discourage reinvestment, add regulatory burden, and limit
the kind of redevelopment a downtown needs to remain vibrant and economically resilient.

Many property owners and stakeholders were unaware of the scale and implications of this proposal
until very recently, which suggests that a more transparent and proactive engagement process is needed
before moving forward.

The existing Main Street HCD is an appropriate, targeted use of this mechanism. Expanding controls
across the entire downtown, however, could make it more difficult for owners to renovate, adapt, or
modernize their buildings and may reduce redevelopment potential at a time when we urgently need
reinvestment.

We are also concerned about alignment with broader planning objectives. Downtown Cambridge is
designated as an Urban Growth Centre and a Major Transit Station Area, and the Region has approved
pursuing the extension of the ION LRT into the core. Any framework that restricts change must be
carefully assessed to ensure it does not conflict with intensification and transit-oriented development
goals.

We urge Council to reconsider the proposed approach and instead adopt more precise heritage
protections focused on the most significant assets, supported by strong urban design standards that
allow compatible growth. This would preserve what matters most while enabling downtown Cambridge
to evolve and attract much-needed investment.

Itis also unclear why the public open house is scheduled after the statutory public meeting for public
input. Typically, residents would expect an opportunity to review and discuss the proposal before
appearing at Council. A clearer and more conventional engagement process would benefit everyone
involved.

Finally, we also note the new Galt Core Heritage Conservation District Plan: Volume 1 dated for
tomorrow, November 25, 2025. This 140-page document will need time to be properly reviewed and
implications assessed.
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It’s been years since this was all discussed publicly, a reboot of public engagement seems required to
allow us all to re-engage.

Thank you for your consideration.

Dan Clements

Keith Rivers

Bob Howison

John Egoff

Anne Tinker

June Anderson
Amanda Maxwell
Leanne Taylor-Shanks
Diane Goodwin
George Sousa

Peter Phillips

Citizens for Cambridge
www.citizensforcambridge.org

Improving the future of Cambridge as a community
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